Artists in the Boro
Report to the Arts Council of New Westminster
AGM ~ November 22, 2015
Artists in the Boro—a Queensborough-based group formed in January 2011 for artists
creating original work in any visual medium, including painting, photography, textiles,
jewelry and more—has been involved in another very busy year.
General Info
Our current mandate/purpose statement:
"Artists in the Boro is a group inclusive of all visual art media, which endeavours—
through meetings, workshops, public events and other forums—to discover, promote
and celebrate the creative talents of artists residing, working or otherwise involved in
the unique community of Queensborough in New Westminster, BC."
Meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the third Tuesday of the month from January to
November, in the Poplar Room at the Queensborough Community Centre (920 Ewen
Avenue, New Westminster). Please contact the AB Chair at karenjustice@shaw.ca for
more info, and visit our website at artistsintheboro.ca
2015 Events & Activities
The AB group continues to curate and install a brand new exhibit in the QCC Hub’s ‘Art
in the Atrium’ Gallery space on a 3-month rotational basis. Displays over the past year
have included:
 Seeing Red (December 2014 through February 2015)

 Waterworks (June through August)

 Abstractions (September through November)

 All that Glitters will be hung on November 28, 2015, and run until February 27,
2016

 The AB group was thrilled to begin the year with an Anvil Centre exhibit from
January to March. Let Me Count the Ways was an exploration using the first line
of E. Barrett Browning’s famous sonnet as the stepping stone into an exploration
of love in its myriad forms—from the tenderness of a mother’s embrace to the
whimsical, romantic and symbolic sides of this complex emotion—expressed
through various media, including painting, photography and mixed media.



Our second annual Spring Fling for Art took place in April, and featured
everything from paintings and ceramics to photography, handmade jewelry and
textiles. This event affords a great way to share a variety of local art pieces with
members of the community, as well as visitors from beyond our riverside
boundaries. Those who came to peruse and purchase artwork also enjoyed the
live acoustic guitar melodies of musicians Roland and Emma Nipp.

 Our group members were pleased to participate once again in the annual
Queensborough Children’s Festival at Ryall Park on June 20th, where we ran a
Kids Making Cards hands-on art activity tent. These budding artists got right into
it and the results were wonderful!

 The Art in Bloom & English Tea Party, now a popular summer tradition, was held
in Port Royal on the Sunday of the New West Cultural Crawl weekend in August.
Jointly hosted by Artists in the Boro and the Port Royal Community Garden
Society, the event features live music (provided this year by local guitarist
Giovanni Zenone), traditional tea party food and refreshments, and artwork
galore.

 On September 26th, a number of our members returned to Westminster Quay to
participate in the Artists on the River Art Market at RiverFest, the annual
celebration in honour of World Rivers Day. The Fraser River’s role in
Queensborough life, both current and historical, is an ongoing influence in the
creative processes of our members.

 Our second Christmas Art & Craft Fair will take place in the QCC’s Port Royal
Room on Sunday, November 22nd, showcasing the work of a number of AB
members—plus the creations of several guest artisans from around the Lower
Mainland. Look for handcrafted cards, ornaments, jewelry and more.

 This year we held two hands-on string painting workshops (dubbed String
Theory), in February and October, both led by AB member Ginny Bryson. This was
a completely new technique for all who participated, and brought a number of
group members out of their respective “comfort zones.” Fun and inspiring
sessions that provided enough original material to fill a display case at the QCC.
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 An especially gratifying experience on the way to rounding out the calendar year
was our pop-up show at the Gallery at Queen’s Park on October 10th & 11th. We
were very pleased to learn that during the two-day event, over 100 people
attended the Across the River exhibit.

In 2016, we look forward to planning and participating in the above events, along with
more exhibits in the QCC’s gallery space and a new initiative, the “Arty Afternoon”
event on February 20th for local children ages 5 to 9.
The Artists in the Boro group continues to plan, produce and flourish, and is a proud
member of the Arts Council of New Westminster.

